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Dear Middle School Principal or Counselor,
Do you have students who have that spark of curiosity and need an opportunity to help ignite that flame?  Can you identify students who would benefit from a unique program that propels them to a bright and rewarding future in a STEM field?
That’s where the Rotary Clubs of District 7430 (www.rotarydistrict7430.org) may be able to help. Located in Berks, Bucks, Lehigh, Montgomery, and Northampton Counties, our 45 clubs are sponsoring a 4-day, 3-night residential STEM academy for motivated students who will be in 8th grade during the 2026-2027 school year. We are looking for students who may not have such an opportunity. This is the fifth year of our very successful program. Two hundred families have taken advantage of this program for their children who would not otherwise have this type of opportunity.
The STEM Youth Explorer Academy (STEM YEA) is scheduled for July 9-12, 2026. We use dorms and facilities at Kutztown University in Kutztown, Pennsylvania. STEM YEA uses a curriculum developed by the SETI Institute (www.seti.org).  The students are stimulated and excited as they plunge into the program's theme, “Astrobiology-Search for Life on Mars.” The curriculum includes STEM sessions, engineering projects, and a variety of evening activities. Multiple scientific disciplines, including biology, chemistry, mathematics, and engineering, are incorporated into the program, serving as a springboard for further inquiry from curious and engaged students. Certified instructors and Kutztown University Professors provide the instruction, supplemented by college interns studying STEM topics and Rotary volunteers who escort the students throughout the campus.
Kutztown University Dining Hall caters all meals. Students stay in the dorms on campus, which are monitored overnight by Rotary volunteers with clearances required by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. Rotarians also attend Rotary International Youth Protection training.
Rotary clubs in District 7430 send students nominated by their respective schools. Nominees must be motivated STEM learners who are likely to enjoy and succeed in a 4-day, 3-night STEM experience and do not typically have access to enrichment activities like this due to financial or family considerations. 
The best news is that the local Rotary clubs cover all costs — there is no cost to the student.
These are the steps parents/counselors should follow to register a deserving student:
1-Click on the Student Registration Packet at www.stemyea.com. Complete and submit the online form. The parent or counselor will receive an email indicating that we received the Registration form.
2-Download and print the waiver document.  Complete, sign, scan/photo the last page of the document. Email the form to registration@stemyea.com.
3—Provide a completed 6th-grade health history form and submit it to registration@stemyea.com. If none is available, click on https://stemyea.com/forms/Physical-Exam-form.pdf. Have the form completed and signed by a doctor. Scan/photo the completed form and forward it to registration@stemyea.com. This step must be completed within two weeks of submitting the registration form.
We hope you are as excited about this program as we are! This could be an excellent opportunity to start a deserving student on the path of a STEM career and perhaps college scholarships. 
Questions? Want to find out more? Please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,
Club representative,
Email:
Rotary Club of 


STEM YEA 2026 Academy Information
What is STEM YEA?

STEM YEA (Science, Technology, Engineering, Math Youth Explorer Academy) is a program for current 7th graders engaging them in STEM and Rotary learning activities.  The theme is “Astrobiology – The Search for Life on Mars.”  STEM YEA is a four-day, three-night residential STEM experience for students who would not ordinarily have access to STEM Academy-type experiences.
When and where will STEM YEA take place?
STEM YEA 2026 begins on Thursday, July 9, 2026, at noon and concludes on Sunday, July 12, with a Celebration Dinner and Campus tours. We finish at 7:00 PM. The program is held at Kutztown University in Kutztown, PA. Parents are invited to the Celebration Dinner.
Who provides the curriculum and instruction?

The SETI Institute of Mountain View, California, wrote the STEM YEA curriculum. SETI is a non-profit contractor for the National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Its education department prepares curricula for school-age students’ programs and for educators. Instructors and volunteers are required to have background clearances as mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.

Who are the teachers and monitors in the program?

Certified middle school science teachers from public schools in Rotary District 7430 instruct the program. College interns studying STEM topics assist the science teachers. Rotary District 7430 volunteers serve as monitors throughout the Academy, including overnight monitoring of the dormitories. Photos and bios are available at www.stemyea.com.

Who may attend STEM YEA?

A current 7th-grade student (2025-2026) nominated by their middle school principal or other school personnel is eligible to attend. The local District 7430 Rotary Club pays tuition and room and board. These Rotary Clubs will communicate to principals the number of students they may nominate.

The nominated 7th-grade student, advancing to 8th grade for the 2026-2027 school year, must be a student who, in the judgment of the middle school principal or other school personnel, is:

-Motivated to learn in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics.
-Likely to enjoy and succeed in an overnight academy at Kutztown University
-Unable to access STEM enrichment activities. 

How can a student register for STEM YEA?
Students must be nominated by their middle school principal/counselor or other school administrator.
Registration steps:
1-Click on the Student Registration Packet. Complete and submit the online form. 
2-Download and print the waiver document.  Complete, sign, and photo/scan the document. Email this document to registration@stemyea.com.
3—Complete a 6th-grade health history form and submit it to registration@stemyea.com. If none is available, click on https://stemyea.com/forms/Physical-Exam-form.pdf. Have the form completed and signed by a licensed medical professional. Scan/photo the completed form and forward it to registration@stemyea.com. It must be received within two weeks of submitting the Registration form.
Parents/Guardians must provide all medications students require to the STEM YEA Nurse Practitioner on Thursday, July 9, 2026. The STEM YEA Nurse Practitioner will administer all medications during the STEM YEA Academy unless a self-carry order is produced.
STEM-251107-Letter to principals-0
image1.jpg
@ STEM YEA
h Explorer
g @ Yout

Academy

Rotary 15X
District 7430 R




